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NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

This is a straight-ahead swing chart. The tempo should not exceed the suggested 152 BPM. A recurring interlude v.
(repeated) section occurs in mm. 9-12, mm. 49-58, and mm. 92-117. Driven by the bass line, this vamp lead
solo section and provides underlying support for a short sax soli. Later on, it is a lead-in for the shout section.
articulation, marcato, or rooftop, markings should be played detached and accented—think “daht.” Qusz

articulation are generally played for their full value.

The swing feel begins in m. 13 for the rhythm section. The guitarist can play a typical Basie swin¢

acoustic sound, ask the guitarist to use medium-thick picks and to hold the pick loosely betwee and inde
finger. Strum straight quarter notes, and cut off (mute) the chord right after striking the strings. Stru e erov¢
create a bright, swinging sound that propels the rhythm section forward. (Don't strum frogn the wrist or fingers, wi

create a very forced sound. This type of strumming also tends to drag rather than propel th
note rhythm should perfectly mesh with the bass, so that they merge into one big

ythm.) The guitarist’s rter-

The piano part is written to provide typical swing comping throughout. The as mor %IC freedom
than the guitar. The drums should play a basic swing pattern. The most.i at on beats 2
as well as a soff feel The walking

and 4, and a strong, steady ride-cymbal pattern that helps maintain t
quarter-note bass line, along with the drums, also drives the po. amp sectio focaI point becomes
the repetitive bass line.

The brass melody in m. 15 should be articulated with slur e 2nd an notes, 4th and 5th eighth
notes, etc. | suggest the horn players use breath accents t ight t ittle. Breath accents will create a

smooth, flowing line that swings and has forward mo tion, the tr d trombones should all listen to the
lead trumpet to attain a nice, brass-section blend

For mm. 59-60, remind the students to cresce ack the quart@te in m. 60 with a solid marcato. In m. 92, the
“question-and-answer” hits in the trum ess uI@clean and precise. Those figures are notated with
marcato accents—again, think “daht.” t should be the dynamic high point of the chart. The

ack down to m£ for a short sax soli, and then gradually

Enjoy!

—Rich Sigler

Rich
Sigler

Rich Sigler is former jazz trumpeter
and music director for the USAF
Airmen of Note. An acclaimed
composer, arranger, educator, and
producer, his music and performances
have been featured with many artists,
including Jerry Bergonzi, Roseanna
Vitro, James Williams, Phil Woods,
Nicholas Payton, Slide Hampton, Al
Jarreau, Michael and Randy Brecker,
Peter Erskine, Bob Mintzer, and Clark
Terry. As a producer, Rich’s work can
be heard on numerous recordings,
including the highly acclaimed
Airmen of Note recording A Cool
Yule, the recently released Eastern
Standard Time by the Alan Baylock
Jazz Orchestra, as well as the Airmen
of Note’s most recent recording,
Compositions. In addition, Rich is the
creator of the Jazz Font used in Finale
music notation software.
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