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it’s beginning to look like christmas (1951)



Background:
One of America’s most endearing entertainters, Bing Crosby was one of the first people to attain massive crossover success as a popular figure, 
having equally successful careers in music and film. Born in Tacoma, Washington in 1903, Crosby became the first vocalist to achieve star billing with 
a big band after joining the Paul Whiteman Orchestra in 1926. More success came as the featured star of The Rhythm Boys after leaving Whiteman.

The 1930s continued to see not only a continued string of musical successes, but also Crosby’s break into film. Starring in several short comedies 
during this time, often pairing up with comedian Bob Hope. His career as an actor reached its peak in 1944, when he won the Academy Award for 
Best Actor for his performance in Going My Way.

Crosby would branch out in several different directions in the 1950s. He became a regular sight on television, as well as becoming actively involved 
in the world of sports, owning several thoroughbred race horses as well as being partial owner of the Pittsburgh Pirates baseball team. He passed 
away in 1977.

The Music:
Recorded in October 1951 in Los Angeles for Decca, this arrangement of Meredith Willson’s tune It’s Beginning to Look Like Christmas has become 
one of the most cherished holiday favorites. A Bing Crosby discography lists John Scott Trotter as the arranger and conductor for this session, but 
this arrangement was clearly written by someone else: possibly Nathan Van Cleave (the score is not signed). Although, this same recording session 
produced Christmas in Killarney, which was arranged by Trotter. Neither the handwriting nor the style of the arrangement matches Trotter’s work. 
Interestingly, the discography also credits the London Symphony Orchestra as the backing ensemble.

To the Conductor:
The arrangement is designed to feature the vocalist with the support of a vocal group [SAATT]. The 1951 recording featured Jud Conlon’s Rhyth-
maires, but Van Cleave wrote the vocal parts (with the exception of a few changed notes). There is an 8-bar instrumental interlude that allows the 
strings, brass, and woodwinds to shine. There isn’t anything specific in the arrangement that is difficult, but putting it together to match the famous 
recording will challenge the best ensembles. But, it will be well worth the challenge to be able to perform this for holiday concerts - this is sure to 
be a crowd pleaser.

Note that the first two bars for guitar (as written by the arranger) are unplayable or very difficult to play at this tempo. An alternate, playable guitar 
part has been written but the original part is included for reference.

This publication was based on the original pencil score and the set of parts used for the 1951 recording session - this is not a transcription.

Doug DuBoff and Rob DuBoff
 - October 2022

bing crosby series 



Above is the first page of the score for It’s Beginning to Look Like Christmas, possibly arranged by Nathan Van Cleave in 1951.



Above is Bing’s part for the 1951 recording.
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Score
Recorded by Bing Crosby with the Rhythmaires
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