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here comes santa claus (1949)



Background:
One of America’s most endearing entertainters, Bing Crosby was one of the first people to attain massive crossover success as a popular figure, 
having equally successful careers in music and film. Born in Tacoma, Washington in 1903, Crosby became the first vocalist to achieve star billing with 
a big band after joining the Paul Whiteman Orchestra in 1926. More success came as the featured star of The Rhythm Boys after leaving Whiteman.

The 1930s continued to see not only a continued string of musical successes, but also Crosby’s break into film. Starring in several short comedies 
during this time, often pairing up with comedian Bob Hope. His career as an actor reached its peak in 1944, when he won the Academy Award for 
Best Actor for his performance in Going My Way.

Crosby would branch out in several different directions in the 1950s. He became a regular sight on television, as well as becoming actively involved 
in the world of sports, owning several thoroughbred race horses as well as being partial owner of the Pittsburgh Pirates baseball team. He passed 
away in 1977.

The Music:
Gene Autry wrote (along with music by Oakley Haldeman) and recorded this Christmas favorite in 1947. In May of 1949 Bing Crosby recorded this 
tune with the Andrews Sisters and then later in the year he performed it live as a duet with Peggy Lee on his Chesterfield Cigarettes Radio Show 
on December 7. That radio performance also featured the vocal group The Rhythmaires whose arranger and conductor was Jud Conlon. The music 
for this arrangement was written by John Scott Trotter who worked with Bing Crosby for 17 years (1937 to 1954).

Doug DuBoff and Rob DuBoff
 - November 2021

bing crosby series 



Above is the first page of Jud Conlon’s vocal group score, arranged for the Rhythmaires in 1949.
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Score

Recorded by Bing Crosy and Peggy Lee with the Rhythmaires

Words and Music by Gene Autry and Oakley Haldeman
Vocal Choir Arranged by Jud Conlon

Orchestra Arranged By John Scott Trotter
Prepared for Publication by Rob DuBoff and Jeffrey Sultanof
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