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Background:
Benny Carter was and continues to be a jazz legend. Active from the 1920s until his death 
in 2003, he was a true pioneer as a saxophonist, trumpet player, and composer/arranger. 
Perhaps because Carter spent many years as a composer for fi lm and television in Los 
Angeles and out of the jazz scene, he is not as well known as others who were present and 
infl uential during jazz’s formative years, such as Duke Ellington, Earl Hines, and Count Basie. 
It was Carter who advised a young Robert Farnon how to create a full score, and Benny 
also mentored trombonist J.J. Johnson.

Carter’s considerable catalog is now being properly published by The Jazz Lines Foundation 
Inc. Because Carter is not as well known as Ellington or Basie, it is possible that many band 
directors are passing up the opportunity to play and expose young people to this wonderful 
and classic music. While the many scores that we publish by Gil Evans, Mary Lou Williams, 
Duke Pearson,  and others may be too diffi cult, there are many titles by Benny that most 
bands can play. Even though it was written for professionals, much of his music is playable 
by middle-school bands. The melodies are infectious and the chord changes interesting to 
play on. This is the perfect teaching material that is also solid musically and has delighted 
audiences for years.

Central City Sketches is a suite of six compositions that was world-premiered at a concert of 
the American Jazz Orchestra in 1987. I was present at that concert, and can attest that the 
audience went wild when they heard this new music that often recalled Kansas City and 
the swing era. The music has also been acclaimed by critics who were thrilled that Carter 
was still creating beautiful, swinging music at the age of eighty. These publications come from the original parts used at that concert.

The Music:
People Time is movement three of the suite (It is often called simply People, perhaps changed to avoid it being confused with the Jule 
Styne-Bob Merrill standard of the same name.) This gorgeous ballad features a fl ute solo at the beginning, and then a trumpet solo 
backed by the ensemble. Like most of Carter’s music, it was written for professionals but can be played by many middle-school bands.

Notes to the Conductor:
This is a straight-forward fl ute and trumpet feature ballad that is played slowly. The opening section features a fl ute solo accompanied 
by piano. The pianist should pay close attention to the fl ute and provide adequate, but not intrusive, support. The fl ute part was written 
on reed 1. We have included an alternate reed 1 part (on alto saxophone) and may be used in the event that a fl autist is not available. If 
you wish to use this alternate part this arrangement simply becomes an alto saxophone feature (instead of fl ute). 
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