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Introduction

This book is intended to be put into a pocket, 
backpack or instrument case and carried 
around with you for quick reference anytime 
it is needed. There are many ways to use 
the book for daily practice and study or as 
a quick reference. You do not need to go 
through it in any particular order. Until all 
of the information you need as a player is 
learned, it’s all readily available in this book. 
Use the book as a dictionary to look up some 
scale or chord that you are less familiar with. 
Use the appendixes for daily practice since it 
is easy to have the book with you anywhere 
you may be. Good luck as you strive to be a 
better player!
         - Dan Haerle
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1. Chords and Symbols

Chord Symbols - Triads
There are five general types of triads. A key 
letter by itself indicates a major triad though 
a suffix may be added. The others require 
additions to the key letter as follows:

Major C, CM, CMa, CMaj

Minor C-, Cm, Cmi, Cmin

Augmented Caug, C+, C+5

Diminished Cdim, Co

Suspended Csus, Csus4
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Chord Symbols - 6th Chords

Major 6th C6, CM6, CMa6, CMaj6

Minor 6th C-6, Cm6, Cmi6, Cmin6

Chord Symbols - 7th Chords

Major 7th C∆, CM7, CMa7, CMaj7

Dominant 7th C7

Minor 7th C-7, Cm7, Cmi7, Cmin7

Minor 7th, b5 CØ, Cm7-5, Cm7b5

Diminished 7th Co7, Cdim7eja
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