
FULL SCORE 

Home Is Where The Heart Is 
dedicated to my wife, Mary 

by Antonio J. GarcÍa 

(a jazz composition in the Basie ballad tradition, swing-eighths) 

Instrumentation: 5 Saxes (AATTB), 4 Trumpets, 4 Trombones, Guitar, Piano, Bass, Drums 

© 2019 Antonio J. GarcÍa 



Notes on “Home Is Where The Heart Is” 
I composed this tune on a quick inspiration to have a sightreadable piece for the Virginia Commonwealth University Jazz Orchestra I to 

perform on one of its concerts, as I regularly required the band to sightread on stage. At its premiere performance, I recall inviting my trumpet 
colleague, Prof. Rex Richardson, to play the solo part. 

For stylistic examples, look to the Count Basie Orchestra’s medium ballads, as often penned by Sammy Nestico and Quincy Jones. While 
there are adventurous harmonies within these solo changes, they fit the style. The solo part is written within Trumpet 4; but a solo-change sheet is 
also provided for Concert, Bb, and Eb instruments as needed. 

Articulations in this piece are extremely important and include long ( – ), short ( . ) but fat (at least half-value); accented ( > ), turns ( ~ ), and 
scoops ( / ) accented. Any regular accents ( > ) are not short. 

I have an available live demonstration recording. “Home Is Where The Heart Is” runs four minutes as scored. I am always delighted to bring 
musicians together towards the realization of a new work.  
 

—Antonio J. García 
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HOME IS WHERE THE HEART IS
Antonio J. GarcÍa

© 2009 Antonio J. GarcÍa

Score dedicated to my wife, Mary
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