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swingin’ down the lane (1956)



Background:
Frank Sinatra had just recently been signed to Capitol Records. The fi rst session of the contract yielded no hits, and Sinatra’s producer 
decided that he needed a new direction. Sinatra was told that for his next session, Billy May would be arranger-conductor. May was 
actually on tour with his own big band, but a new arranger who’d been writing for Nat King Cole and Billy Eckstine was told to write 
four arrangements for the session, two in the ‘May style’ and two in his own. When Sinatra heard I’ve Got the World on a String, he was 
told that the song had actually been arranged by Nelson Riddle, a trombonist who’d gotten his start with the Charlie Spivak and Tommy 
Dorsey bands. It was the beginning of a collaboration that propelled Sinatra to even bigger stardom, and Riddle became one of the most 
well-known composer-arrangers in American music.

Jeff edited his textbook Arranged by Nelson Riddle, now regarded as a classic work on arranging, and got to know him well. It is great 
to be working with him again!

The Music:
This arrangement was recorded on January 12, 1956 in Los Angeles, CA. In many ways, this arrangement became the Sinatra sound of 
the 1950s - reeds on fl utes/bass clarinet; piano on celeste; harmon mute trumpet fi lls; staccato brass - accompanied by a string section. 
Due to the fact that this arrangement is in the key of E, we have attempted to slightly simplify the reading of the alto and baritone saxo-
phone parts by electing to notate them in Db (instead of C#). For the string parts we have not included bowings as the parts consist 
mostly of half and whole notes. Curiously, the harp is tacet from measure 18 to the end.

To the Conductor:
The most important aspect of this arrangement is the feel. It will take considerable practice for your ensemble to achieve the right bal-
ance and the unifi ed feel necessary to approximate the Sinatra/Riddle sound of this period. During the tutti instrumental sections the 
ensemble needs to sound as one. Special attention needs to be paid to the staccatos, accents, marcatos, and legatos so that everyone 
is interpreting these articulations similarly (in addition to the dynamics). Lastly, the piano part needs to be in the background, it is not 
a featured part of this arrangement (except where on celeste). 

Acknowledgements:
Thanks to an agreement with Frank Sinatra Enterprises, LLC, many of the classic arrangements written for Sinatra will be available from 
Jazz Lines Publications. As someone who was greatly infl uenced by these magnifi cent arrangements, it is a great honor and thrill to work 
on these classic arrangements using the original manuscripts.

Jeffrey Sultanof and Rob DuBoff
 - July 2011

frank sinatra series 
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      



      

      





















 

 



 

 



 

 
       

  


 

   
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’ ’ ’ ’

Div.

mf

mf

mf

  

    

      3 3

    

    





















  

  



 

 



  

     


  


 

   
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’ ’ ’ ’

mf

(4)

 
Nights like



  























 

 

 

 

 











     
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’ ’ ’ ’

Unis.

    
this when I'm all a



























 

 

 

 

 











     

20

’ ’ ’ ’

(Sim.)

(6)

{T`o` ``P`i`a`ǹ`o`̀`}


lone.

      

      

      

      







































   
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’ ’ ’ ’(7)

     
When the moon is

   

   

   

   

 
  

 
  

   

   

 
  

   

   

   

   

  

  

  

  

  

  









    
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 œ
   œ œœ  

mf

mf

mf

mf

mf

mf

mf

mf

-

swingin' down the lane
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