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godchild (1949)



Background:

Norman ‘Tiny’ Kahn was a drummer, pianist, vibraharpist, composer and arranger. Born in New York in 1923, he 
played with the bands of Boyd Raeburn, George Auld, Chubby Jackson, Charlie Barnet and Elliot Lawrence. Al 
Porcino has said that Mel Lewis was directly infl uenced by Kahn’s drumming style, and Johnny Mandel has repeatedly 
stated that as a writer, Kahn was “better than all of us.” Primarily self-taught as an arranger, his compositions such 
as  Tiny’s Blues and Who Fard That Shot? are still popular with musicians for their bebop harmonies and Count 
Basie-esque swing. His arrangement of Over the Rainbow for Charlie Barnet is a classic setting of the song worth 
seeking out.

The Music:

Kahn was chief arranger for the 1949 Chubby Jackson Orchestra that only existed for a few months. Luckily the 
ensemble recorded for Columbia Records, and radio broadcasts of it survive as well.  Godchild was a George 
Wallington composition that Kahn had earlier arranged for Woody Herman, and had been a highlight of the fi rst 
Miles Davis nonet recording session in a wonderful arrangement by Gerry Mulligan.

This version of Godchild is the stock arrangement issued in 1949; it is based on the Jackson recording (the Her-
man version only exists as an aircheck due to the second AFM recording ban). It is slightly simplifi ed in spots, but 
is essentially the same arrangement. The melody originally sung by Kahn is presented here played by the alto sax 
and trumpet.

Notes to the Conductor:

This is a fairly straightforward treatment of this classic tune. Feel free to open this up for more solos; the changes 
are great to improvise on.

Jeffrey Sultanof
- May 2011

norman ‘tiny’ kahn big band series 
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