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complex city (1967)



Background:
In November of 1967, Oliver Nelson recorded The Jazzhattan Suite with a big band made up of the best musicians active in New York. This 
ensemble was called the Jazz Interactions Orchestra, part of the non-profit organization,  Jazz Interactions. Along with the Jazzmobile, both 
organizations fostered live performances of jazz artists all over the five boroughs of New York, as well as educational activities. The director 
of the Jazz Interactions Orchestra and lead soloist at the time was legendary trumpet player Joe Newman. Also active with the organization 
was composer/tenor saxophonist Frank Foster, although he is not present on this recording.

This was one of the last projects Nelson wrote before moving out to Los Angeles to work in motion pictures and television. He continued to tour, 
teach, write, and perform until his sudden death in 1975.

Acknowledgements:
Jazz Lines Publications is proud to continue its relationship with Oliver Nelson, Jr. in bringing the work of his father to print for performance 
and study.

Jeffrey Sultanof
- August 2012

oliver nelson big band series 



Above is the original woodwind 1 part that was used for the 1967 recording session.



Above is the first page of Oliver Nelson’s score for Complex City.

















































































Woodwind 1:
Clarinet/Alto Sax.

Woodwind 2:
Flute/Clarinet/Alto Sax.

Woodwind 3: Flute/English Horn/
Oboe/Clarinet/Tenor Sax.

Woodwind 4:
Clarinet/Tenor Sax.

Woodwind 5: Flute/
Bass Clarinet/Baritone Sax./Piccolo

Trumpet 1

Trumpet 2

Trumpet 3

Trumpet 4

Horn in F 1

Horn in F 2

Trombone 1

Trombone 2

Trombone 3

Trombone 4

Tuba

Bass (2)

Percussion:
Vibraphone/Xylophone/Claves/

Timapani/Orch. Cymbal

Drum Set

Piano














  


 

  




























{F`l`u`t`e```}

{F`l`u`t`e```}

{C``l`a`r`i`n`e`t``}

{F`l`u`t`e```}

{C``l`a`r`i`n`e`t``}

mf

mf

mf

mf

{B`u`c`k`e``t` `M`u`t`e`}

{B`u`c`k`e``t` `M`u`t`e`}

{B`u`c`k`e``t` `M`u`t`e`}

{B`u`c`k`e``t` `M`u`t`e`}

pp

Hard Mallets

rubato

{S`o`l`i`}

{S`o`l`i`}

{V``i`b`r`a`p`h`o`n```e```}
















  

  



















2













 





  


 

  


























3



mf

Easy

Easy

mp

No Vib.

mp

No Vib.

mp

No Vib.

mp

No Vib.

mp

mp

Unis.
{A`r`c`o`}















   

    

 

 

 

 









 

 



4



Easy

















  


 

  


























5









 

 



















 

 

















Jazz Lines Publicationsjlp-7095

Complex City

Music by Oliver Nelson
Arranged By Oliver Nelson

Prepared for Publication by Rob DuBoff and Jeffrey Sultanof

Copyright © 1968 Noslen Music Co.     This Arrangement © 2012 Noslen Music Co.     All Rights Reserved     Used by Permission of Noslen Music Co.
Logos, Graphics, and Layout Copyright © 2011 The Jazz Lines Foundation Inc.

This Arrangement Has Been Published with the Authorization of the Estate of Oliver Nelson
Published by the Jazz Lines Foundation Inc., a Not-for-Profit Jazz Research Organization Dedicated to Preserving and Promoting America's Musical Heritage.

Score

from the jazzhattan suite

(transposed)























































Ww. 2 (Fl.)

Ww. 3 (Fl.)

Ww. 5 (Fl.)

Hn. 1

Hn. 2

Tbn. 1

Tbn. 2

Tbn. 3

Tbn. 4

Bs.

Perc. (Vib.)

Pno.






 



  

  

 

 

 

 




 

 

6












  

   
















7



Div.





 




  

   
















8

 
To Softer Mallets







  

   

 



 






 




9



{T`o` `E``n`g`l`is`h` `H`o`r`n`}

{T`o` `B`a`s`s` ``C``l`a`r`i`n`e`t``}







  

   



 



 








10



mp

mp







    

    


 



 








 

11



mp

{O`p`e`n``}

{O`p`e`n``}

{O`p`e`n``}

mp

{O`p`e`n``}

p



 

 

























Complex City
Score - Page 2

Jazz Lines Publications jlp-7095











































































































































































Ww. 1 (Cl.)

Ww. 2 (Fl.)

Ww. 3 (En. Hn.)

Ww. 4 (Cl.)

Ww. 5 (Bs. Cl.)

Tpt. 1

Tpt. 2

Tpt. 3

Tpt. 4

Hn. 1

Hn. 2

Tbn. 1

Tbn. 2

Tbn. 3

Tbn. 4

Tuba

Bs.

Perc. (Vib.)

D. S.

Pno.

 *

 *



















  

  


















12



rit.

  










  


 

  


















 

 



















13



slowly  = 100

mf

mf

mf

  

     

  

  

     























 
   





 
   

14

  œ œ œ œ

mf

mp

Easy

mf

mp

  


 

  


 



  

  

  

  

  





 
     

 
     

      

  

 
 


  

 

15

œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ

mf

Broadly

mf

Broadly

mf

Broadly

mf

Broadly

mp

mp

f

f

f

mp

mp

mp

mp

        
6



  

        6

        
6

  

  

  

  




    

    

    

    






    



16

œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ

{T`o` `X`y`l`o``p`h`o`n```e```}

mf

mf

mf

mf

mf

        
6



  

        
6

        
6

  

  

  

  

  

  

    

    

    

    






    



17

‘

  


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
  

  

  
  
  





  



18

œ œ œœ œ œ

rit.









 

 

 







 



 





















































  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Complex City
Score - Page 3

Jazz Lines Publicationsjlp-7095













































Ww. 1 (Cl.)

Ww. 2 (Fl.)

Rd. 3 (En. Hn.)

Ww. 4 (Cl.)

Rd. 5 (Bs. Cl.)

Tpt. 1

Tpt. 2

Tpt. 3

Tpt. 4

Hn. 1

Hn. 2

Tbn. 1

Tbn. 2

Tbn. 3

Tbn. 4

Tuba

Bs.

Perc. (Xyl.)

D. S.

Pno.








     













     

     

     

     











19

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ

a tempo[19]

mp

mp

mp

mp

mp

mp

mp

mf

mf

mf

mf

mp

mp

mp

mp

mp

mp

mp








     













     

     

     

     










20

‘























          

          

         

 N         





 

     

     





 

         

21

‘

{T``o`` ``S`t`r`a`i`g`h`t``` `M`u`t`e`}

{T``o`` ``S`t`r`a`i`g`h`t``` `M`u`t`e`}

{T``o`` ``S`t`r`a`i`g`h`t``` `M`u`t`e`}

{T``o`` ``S`t`r`a`i`g`h`t``` `M`u`t`e`}

mf f
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mf f

Lightly

mf f

Lightly

mf f

Lightly

mf f

mf

mf f

Roughly

mf

mf f

         

      



















‘
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‘

‘
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‘
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









































Ww. 1 (Cl.)

Ww. 2 (Fl.)

Rd. 3 (En. Hn.)

Ww. 4 (Cl.)

Rd. 5 (Bs. Cl.)

Tpt. 1

Tpt. 2

Tpt. 3

Tpt. 4

Hn. 1

Hn. 2

Tbn. 1

Tbn. 2

Tbn. 3

Tbn. 4

Tuba

Bs.

Perc. (Xyl.)

D. S.

Pno.

 

 



















          

          

         

 N         





 

     

     





 

         
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mp mf

mf f

mp mf

mp mf

mp mf

mf f

mf f

    
3

    
3

 

 

 









 

 

‘

‘

‘

‘

‘
     

     

‘
‘
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f

f

f

f

f

(2)

(2)

(2)

(2)

(2)

(2)

(2)

 
      

3 3

       
3 3

    
3

    
3

    
3









    
3

    
3

‘

‘

‘

‘

‘
     

     

‘
‘
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    
3

    
3







     

     

   








   












‘

‘

‘

‘
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     

     

‘
‘
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{T`o` ``O``b`o`e``}

(4)

f

f

f

f

(4)

(4)

(4)

(4)

(4)

(4)

(4)











      

      


 


  









 


  













  


  

 


         

         

          

  


     

     

  


         
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mf f
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








































































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







Ww. 1 (Cl.)

Ww. 2 (Fl.)

Ww. 3 (Ob.)

Ww. 4 (Cl.)

Rd. 5 (Bs. Cl.)

Tpt. 1

Tpt. 2

Tpt. 3

Tpt. 4

Hn. 1

Hn. 2

Tbn. 1

Tbn. 2

Tbn. 3

Tbn. 4

Tuba

Bs.

Perc. (Xyl.)

D. S.

Pno.

     

     

    




   

   


 

  


 

  






  


  

 


         

         

          

  


     

     

  

         
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mf f

mf f
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 

 

 


















   


  

 



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 

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          
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mf f
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 
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 

 
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 
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