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my blue heaven (1935)



Background:
Sy Oliver was the chief arranger for the Jimmie Lunceford band from 1934 though 1939. Many of Sy’s compositions and arrangements are classics, which he wrote 
and copied for the princely sum of $2.50!

In December of 1935, the Lunceford organization recorded one of the great hits of the swing era, My Blue Heaven, which had become popular several years earlier. 
Oliver was a master at taking older songs and reinvigorating them for Lunceford, and then later he did this for the Tommy Dorsey Orchestra. My Blue Heaven stayed 
in the Lunceford band book until the band broke up in the early fifties.

The Music:
Sometime in the 1940s, several Lunceford classics were recopied, no doubt because the original parts were worn out, torn up, or simply marked up and unreadable. 
This edition of My Blue Heaven derives from these newer parts, indicating how the band played this classic years after the original recording. I’ve transcribed parts 
that were missing, as well as changing some things back to the way the band originally played this in 1935. The vocal parts were originally sung by members of the 
band. The lead vocal part was written into the part of first trombonist Russell Bowles, and the backing vocals were written for tenor saxophonist Joe Thomas and 
first trumpeter Eddie Tompkins (and later Bob Mitchell). Separate vocal parts have been provided.

Sometime after the 1935 recording Eddie Wilcox’s piano solo introduction was transcribed and written into the piano part. We have retained this transcribed solo 
for this publication. 

Jeffrey Sultanof
- August 2012

jimmie lunceford series 
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