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About MAX-Q:

From Wikipedia:

In aerospace engineering, the maximum dynamic pressure, often referred to as maximum Q or
max Q, Is the point at which aerodynamic stress on a vehicle in atmospheric flight is
maximized. It is an important factor in the structural and mission design of rockets, missiles,
and other aerospace vehicles which travel through an atmosphere; the flight envelope may be
limited to reduce the total structural load on a vehicle near max Q.

The point of max Q is a key milestone during a rocket launch, as it is the point at which the
airframe undergoes maximum mechanical stress.

So if the whole operation is going to come apart in a spectacular fireball,
it will probably do so at Max Q.

Many thanks to Jared Streiff and the Hilton High School Jazz Ensemble for supporting the creation of this chart.
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