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Notes on SONG OF THE NORTHERN ROAD:

This is a nice folk-song like tune that has a lot of melodic lines that come from different pentatonic scales, usually in
groups of four pitches at a time. The opening call, in the saxophones, consists almost exclusively of the notes C, D, F,
anf G (adding the A only for the climactic moment). This can be used as an illustration of the advantage of limiting
one’s materials for improvisational purposes, for instance. One need not make use of the whole chromatic scale, even
if all 12 tones are available — in fact, a restricted pitch set serves to unify melodic lines.

As for the shape of the piece, it should be pointed out that the highest peak in terms of energy occurs at 310;
however, for me the emotional climax is actually 301-304, particularly in the inner moving parts: the A-Bb in the first
trombone and rhythm is where the whole chart is leading to.

The coda, at 345, is a kind of return to the opening section, but with a pedal D in the rhythm and pairs of ascending
5ths. Note that the actual tempo does not change at 345, only the feel is half time. There should be a very gradual
deaccelerando from 349, really putting the brakes on at 356. If vibes are present, he should continue to repeat his
written arpeggio for the duration of the fermata, fortissimo.

The vibraphone and percussion part is not strictly essential, but they will certainly add a lot to the sound of the chart.
Likewise, the 5th trumpet part may be considered optional, but is highly recommended. You may also consider

having your guitarist play on an acoustic guitar, in the manner of Pat Metheny, if that is available.

Many thanks to Christopher Oldfield and the Gates-Chili High School Jazz Ensemble for inspiring the creation
of this chart.
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