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Instrumentation: 
 
 

Alto Saxophone 1 
Alto Saxophone 2 
Tenor Saxophone 1 
Tenor Saxophone 2 
Baritone Saxophone 

Trombone 1 
Trombone 2 
Trombone 3 
Bass Trombone 

Trumpet 1  
Trumpet 2 
Trumpet 3 
Trumpet 4 
Trumpet 5 (optional) 

Vibraphone (optional) 
Guitar 
Piano 
Bass 
Drum Set 

Flexible Music USA 
contemporary music for ensembles 

Walrus Music Publishing 
www.ejazzlines.com



About Touch: 
 
The title may refer to: 
• a kind of soulful, human quality that should be applied to this work, even though it contains very little that sounds 

like the blues or funk. It’s a melody-driven piece that needs to have red blood in it. 
 
• the way we use the word “touch” when talking about how a pianist plays, for example, in the feeling and sound they 

get through their physical contact with the instrument. 
 
• a restrained kind of contact that allows one to get a sense of warmth, life, or the subleties within something; “touch” 

as opposed to “strike”. 
 
The rhythm section feel throughout is somewhere between a kind of latin-soul and modern jazz straight 8ths (the so-
called “ECM feel”). The drummer should resist the temptation to lay back into a backbeat-oriented funk groove.... 
keep it subtle. An occasional rim-click on 3 might be OK (and from 154-167 this is written in), but a snare drum 
backbeat is not the style here. 
 
As far as electric vs. acoustic bass / piano, either may work well in this piece. Use your discretion. An acoustic guitar, 
Pat Metheny style, might be nice. 
 
Many thanks to Shawn Halquist, Andrew Stoker, and the Brockport High School Jazz Ensemble for the inspiration for 
this piece. 
 
RS 
 

Walrus Music Publishing 
www.ejazzlines.com
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